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PUERTO RICO CHAPTER
Resolution

Title: Support the permanence of Fort Buchanan in Puerto Rico, the anly base with
active personnel in the Caribhbean.

WHEREAS, According 1o the plan of the Govermment of the United States. the
Secretary of Delense shall refer 10 the Base Renlipnment and Closure Commitiee o
preliminary list of installations 10 be closed no later than May 10, 2005, It has been
estimated thal there are 500 military bases: and

WHEREAS, Fort Buchanan was established $2 yvears ago, and it is 1the only base with
active personnel o the Caribbean; and

WHEREAS, Before the Southern Command was established in Poerto Rico in 1990,
lForl Buchanan had more or less the same labor population: 100 soldiers and 600
civilians: and

WHEREAS, I'ont Buchanan serves as laisom o 15,000 reservists and members of 1he
Matwnal Guard, many of whom have been activated and are currently serving in different
fremits Bghting against terrorism: and

WHEREAS, Fort Buchanan  remders services to retired soldiers, veterans of the
Drepariment of Defense and their families, which added to its cmplovees, reservists,
contractors and retired persens. the Fert serves more than 104,000 persons: and

WHEREAS, The military installation has an economic impact of approximately $197 .8
Million in Puerte Rico. (This includes payment of military and civilian personnel.
contracts and domestic markets ) and

WHEREAS, Font Buchanan is needed to maintain the long and glorows military
tradition on our Island. since other military bases such as Camp Garcia in Vieques,
Roosevelt Roads in Ceiba and Ramey in Aguadilla have closed, Buchaman being the only
military installation remaining in Puerte Rico; and

WHEREAS, All Puernto Ricans who weasure their 1.8, citizenship must defend the
petmanence o Fort Buchanan. for the services it provides to our soldiers wha are, af
present, fighting in the was against werrorism, for its meaning 1o thousands of veterans.
ard for what 11 represents 1o the military history and tradition of the Island: and
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WHEREAS, The Puerto Rico LULAC Chapter wants to express 115 sohdanty with the
Wational Foundation for Women Legislators and its Resolution of Veterans Affair:

Folicy Committee, thus jeining this request; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Puoerto Rico LULAC Chapter and the
Mational Foundation for Women Legislators” Veterans Adtairs Commitiee, through ik

members from the various states, call 1o support the permanence of Fort Buchanan i
Puerto Rico.

Subimitced by Sesanor Loey Arcg, Cowncil 14004
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