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f S.uppsrﬂmp e Efforis of Fair Trade Advecates fo Defear the Possage of the Ceniral dmerican Free Trode Agreement

WHEREAS, the vear 2005 marks the | 1" anniversary of the enactment of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFT.
and

WHEREAN, NAFTA has caused the loss of more than 300,000 manufacturing jobs, and et job losses in every LS. surte and
Distoet of Columbia inctoding over 30,000 manufacturing and tech jobs in Flonda, and hes caused more than 1000 small and
Family farms to shut down in Florida; and

HWHEREAS, NAFTA has prven record of nesative impacts thar disproportionanciv impact warking Mexicans and Latinos liv
in the United Statcs;

«  Although Latino represset 13 peroent of the engire LS popalation, they were a dispropartionats 37 percem of 2l] workers who have
ﬁPﬂ]:l‘d for assigience wnder the NAFT A Trade Adrstoient Assistante prognemn, the PrOETLT desipmed o provigs :.mnmp!-n}'n]n:.—;u
heneatits and truining for workers whase jobs are relocated fo Mesieo of Canada; o

®  Hoth sides of the border sufter from NMAFTAS negative impact on caviroamental laws and protections-a disproportione number ¢
LS Meo Bomler residents suffer from envitonmental healh protdome related ooasr pollitse, imadeguade water and sewage
rreatmed, pesticndes and T o wastes; and

* '-'t-!gﬂﬁ for peanufaciuring in Mexioe fell 20075 betwesn 1993 and 1999 ¢ now fakes 5 Mexican misimom wages W suppon Basic
needs far a [ 'm'l;"' of Tour; 2md

¢ Im the fast 10 vears nsore thae 1.3 milhon Mexican famers have fost their Bivelihoods and migrated romdh to the cities and to tie bat
laoking for jobs in the maquiladeras; aod

s 30 percent of the jobs that were created in maquiladoras o the PR3 have since relocatsd to even cheaper markets in Asiz and
Central Aaneticn and

= Real wages in Mexico are lower now than when NAFTA wok affect; and

e Undocwmented anigrase o the 125, foan Mexico has maore than deubled singe SAFT A was ensored: and

= Ipzreased LLS border poticing amd anfianzason smoe MAFTA hes lead o more than 2,700 deaths from failed border crossings in
desperite attempes to seek the American dream; and

HWHEREAS, the U5, Trade Represemative (LUSTR) is negotiating rade agreements that could have greater pitential impa
on atate aid lecal povemments than does WAFTA, mcluding the Central Amencan Free Trade Agreement (CAFTAY, whic
coltld corme hefore Conpress as soon as May 2005; and

WHEREAS, the passage of CAFT'A would further encourage the relocation of manufactiring jobs 1o cheaper labor marke
pisting LS, Latinos and Mexicans against citizens of the global south i a race o the botwom; and

WHERFEAS, CAFTA fails 10 inclede adequate enforcement for violations of internationally recopnized Iabor and
environmental standazds, and

WHEREAS, Human Righis Waich, the International Labor Organteation and the LS, State Department have each publist
reports denouncing human and tabor rights abuses in the Central Americen countries pary to the CAFTA agreement; and

WHEREAS, CAFTA includes foreipn investor rizhts modeled after MAFTA as well as trade rales that coutd challenge stz
and local authority in such arcas as witer services, electricity, health facilities, health insurmnee and coming; and

WHEREAS. CAFTA allows fargign corpomtians to bring actions against governments that pass labor, public health or
environmental faws that reduce corporate profits, as corporations are allowed w do under NAFTA Ch.l 1

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that LULAC ¢all upon cur state-level organizations and local chapters to
cducate members about the negative impacts of NAFTA and the threat CAFTA poses o workiers, health and prosperily and
that LULAC supparts the effors of fair trade advocates to defiest passape of CAFTA and be it finally resolved that LUEAC
urges members of congress 1o reject CAFTA and work for Borc irade agreements that ruise the standards of Lving for Labor 2
protects owr environmental standards.
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